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OTS: Joshua 


Introduction 


Today we start a new section of the Old Testament. We are now exploring the historical 
section of the Old Testament. The history section spans from Joshua to Esther, consisting of 
12 books. Every other book we shall read after this section, whether poetry or prophetic will 
be minor detail within the scope of these 12 books. The History section will further show us 
that God cared for His people and that He has continuously been involved in their affairs. 
Today we open with the of Joshua. 


Joshua and Caleb were the only Egypt born Israelites that entered the promised land. 
Joshua’s name appears many times in the books of the law. His Father was named was 
Nun. We are first introduced to Joshua in Exodus 17:10. The impression we get of him is 
that he was a warrior, seeing that Moses gave him a mission to go and fight with Amalek. He 
was also among the 12 spies who went to spy on the land of Canaan, while the other 10 
gave a bad report, Joshua and Caleb gave a good report about the land. Moses ordained 
him at God’s commandment to be Moses’ successor in leading the children of Israel into the 
promised land. “And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a 
man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him...And Moses did as the LORD 
commanded him: and he took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest, and 
before all the congregation:” (Num 27:18, 22) and “...Joshua the son of Nun was full of 
the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel 
hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.” (Deu 34:9) 


His name originally was Oshea but Moses named him Joshua. According to Hitchcock, this 
name means a savior or a deliverer. |t is also synonymous with Jehoshua (Yehoshua) 
and Jeshua (Yeshua). 


Title 


The name of the book is Joshua. It may have been called Joshua because it documents the 
events that took place during the times of Joshua’s leadership of Israel. The book portrays 
Joshua as the main character, second from God of course. 


Author and Date 


The author of this book and the date on which it was written are both unclear. Many believe 
that Joshua wrote the book, however, there are valid grounds to doubt Joshua as the author. 
For example, Joshua 10:13 "And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the 
people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of 
Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down 
about a whole day.” 


https://podcast.biblenearyou.co.za/007-joshua/ 
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Note these words, “Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in 
the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.” It is very strange 
that the author who had experienced the event first hand would refer us to another book that 
was published prior to his own. This piece of information tells me that the book of Joshua 
may have been written after Joshua had died and the author made research and sourced his 
information elsewhere, in a similar fashion as Luke on the life of Jesus Christ. Luke was not 
there walking with Jesus but he made research and then wrote the report from eyewitness 
accounts and maybe from other writers. | leave it to you to judge if Joshua wrote the book of 
Joshua or someone else did. 


Message of Joshua 


Joshua gives us the record of the crossing of Jordan (ch. 4), the celebration of the first 
Passover Passover, and the circumcision of all males in Gilgal (Ch. 5). The conquest over 
the Canaanites and the partitioning of the land. 
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